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A postscript ...
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1 Measuring the Marigolds: a paper t be presented at the AEIC in Melbourne October 2007.
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Professional Development opportunities in October
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a conversation
with

Danielle

Hartridge

ISANA Treasurer
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This workshop was held immediately prior to the
recent EAIE conference in Norway. The three
presenters were

Prof Goolam Mohamedbhai, President of the
International Association of Universities and recently
retired as Vice Chancellor of the Mauritius Unitversity,
Prof Leonard Kamwanja, Pro-Vice Chancellor of the
University of Malawi and Prof Livingstone Luboobi,
Vice Chancellor of Makerere University in Uganda.

The workshop ran for a full day and a great deal of
useful information was provided and a number
practical suggestions relating to relationships between
universities in Europe (the North) and universities in
Africa (the South) were explored. | came away from
the workshop with a number of wonderful new
acquaintances and the following impressions.

emphasis on joint projects, “sandwich” postgraduate
degrees, and the “win-win” situation where
educationalists from both countries had something
significant to contribute to the teaching and/or
research involved. This latter situation was, however,
quite controversial because it often involved private
enterprise ventures and the paying of fees by
students. The Millennium Development Goals were
considered very important and education and
research projects were considered to help achieve
them.

4, The fact that higher education in Europe is
generally “free” (i.e. paid for by taxes on the whole
community) seem to affect the perceptions of some
people about what is appropriate in international
education. Some Europeans did not want private

Felicity Fallon

1. | saw many similarities between what | was
hearing about countries in Africa and what | had
previously learnt about countries in Asia. There is a
variety of different situations in different countries. In
very poor countries, the provision of education at both
primary and secondary levels is poor and this needs
to improve before higher education in those countries
can improve. In these countries, resources are poor
at all levels of education including higher education.
Prof Mamwania described how research laboratories
that were built in 1960’s when newly independent
nations were keen to educate local people to replace
people from the colonial powers in positions in
industry and government have not been upgraded
since and have deteriorated. They have laboratories
but not necessarily the chemicals to use in them.
Traditional (didactic) teaching methods from colonial
times are still used. Respect for teachers and other
authority figures is a strong element of the local
cultures. Students are not used to expressing their
own ideas and are not used to interactive education.
Both family and face are important in the local
cultures. People are distrustful of new universities
and prefer older more established ones. The
language of instruction in schools is not always the
students’ mother tongue

2. IT resources in Africa are generally poor. It is
difficult to use the internet and email. There is a very
small number of landline phone connections but an
increasing number of mobile phones. Educationalists
need to find a way to use mobile phones in an
educational way.

3. The people from the African countries were
very keen to receive aid and educational assistance
from countries in Europe. There was a strong

educational institutions where students self-funded
their education in Africa because that would not mean
equality of access. They would not accept that more
students getting an education was better than for a few
only receiving it if it was not equally available to all.

5. At times, some of the Europeans seemed to
want to impose their own values, e.g. working firstly for
gender equality, rather than asking the African
countries what they felt was needed most in their
countries e.g. teacher education or assistance in
education about HIV/AIDS.

6. The “Brain Drain” i.e. bright African students
going overseas to study and not returning to their
home countries was listed a very significant problem.
However, some accepted that it was a fact of life and
could not be avoided. The question was asked as to
how to encourage this diaspora to return to their home
countries even on a short term basis such as on

sabbaticals and exchanges. The term “Brain
Circulation” was used here.
7. The very high teaching loads of academics

working in universities in Africa leaves little time for
them to undertake research and to publish the results
of the research that they have done.

8. The question “Is the European model of
education appropriate for African universities?” was
asked. The African academics present felt that it was
too late to have this debate and that educators in
Africa must accept the present situation and work with
it. Two reasons given for this opinion were that the
leaders of these countries were educated under the
European model and the general effects of
globalisation.
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Study pathways of International Students

Many international students follow study pathways through the Australian education system rather
than limiting their study to a particular sector of the education system. This paper from AEI looks at
the more common study pathways choices of two separate cohorts of student-those who commenced
study in 2002, and those who commenced in 2004.
http://aei.dest.gov.au/AEIl/PublicationsAndResearch/ResearchPapers/Default

Journal of Studies in International Education

The Journal of Studies in International Education is the official journal of the Association for Studies
in International Education (ASIE). To broaden the discourse on the role of international cooperation
and exchange in developing the human capacity to work in a global setting, the Journal of Studies in
International Education provides a forum combining the research of scholars, models from
practitioners in the public or private sector, and essays.

The journal publishes research, essays, and reviews on international education. Articles place
issues at the primary, secondary, higher education, professional exchange, and lifelong learning
levels in a global context. Topics include study abroad, curriculum reform, faculty development, and
development assistance.

http://www.sagepub.com/journalsProdDesc.nav?prodid=Journal201378

NAFSA - Internet Resources for Community Programmin g

If you have been looking to develop some community connections for your students, NAFSA has some
interesting material provided by some of their member institutions. They are US based but the general
principles should be easily adaptable to Australian conditions. Find resources to help carry out
community programs. See what other some USA institutions and community groups do.
http://www.nafsa.org/knowledge community network.sec/international student 3/

campus and community/practice resources 16/program resources/internet resources

CultureGrams

As the target markets change, your students will bring new cultural issues to your institution and a
reference guide such as this may prove very useful in updating your cultural knowledge quickly. This
is a reference on world cultures that has reports on more than 200 countries, each U.S. state, and all
13 Canadian provinces and territories. Each country’s report contains information on 25 categories,
including history, language, greetings, gestures, family, housing, diet, economy, and more. All reports
are written and reviewed by in-country experts.

It is a ProQuest product that you do have to purchase but your department or institution’s library may
be interested in including this in their resources.
http://www.culturegrams.com/index.htm#




& 77C

! # 10CCM % , # 2)
-t2) ;) 6
# <) J , *
- 2) " # K 4 $ 1
)
#
& 1 & " 4
$T H
1$4 J _ll
4 2
4 # 1
9 $
4 $ )
) ))
# 1 H4
& # !
& "
! (
B &
&
& *
! # - /1
- /
1 %
" H4 * 6
& ! 4 6 4 -
! $ 2) 1/
&A |/
!
$ # | $ - /
L .
14)$ ;o # & * |
$ | /L 2). 9 D9 ,
) 6 / 6 %
) 6 / 2)4 r E 4H
H / #) #
4 I
6 $ # *—= G G= /
; 6 ; #
! occs/ $ ) # H
4 #
& =#
I
5
- )
#
" "
!
& 8C
$ #
5
# |
15 6 )
4 /

10



OMN~LWNSLW

#2
<K$

24

<K$*

<K$

#2

N

<K$

o

N~
NN~ ~0 A~~~

<K$

<K$

# #2J

1)

<K$

<K$

<K$

#2

<K$

<K$

#2

<K$

<K$

<K$

<K$

<K$

<K$
#
#2

#2

2

11



